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 The 2017-2018 first semester is quickly coming to a 
close (December 20th) and soon our students will be 
heading out on Christmas break. During the parent/
teacher conferences and student-led conferences in Oc-
tober, you were given the opportunity to see how hard 
your student(s) have been working to get themselves to 
this point in the semester. Please know we are all very 
proud of them also. I want to encourage all of our stu-
dents to continue working hard, get plenty of rest, and 
eat healthy meals every morning and evening in prepa-
ration of their semester final exams.
 I hope each of you have had an opportunity to attend 

a function in the new Jefferson R-VII Performing Arts Center. If you haven’t 
made it there yet, don’t worry; our students and staff are continually looking 
for ways to showcase our students and the PAC is a great venue to do just that.

Happy Thanksgiving to our Jefferson R-VII Families and Community Members!
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Honoring Veterans

 During the hustle and bustle of the Thanksgiving holiday, I hope you can 
find the time to reflect on your many blessings. I know I remain very thankful for 
my family and the opportunity to be a part of the Jefferson R-VII School District 
and community. I look forward to turning over another new year with each and 
every one of you.  
 
~ Happy Holidays from my family to yours.

Clint D. Johnston

Holcim Donates
Playground Equipment to

New Preschool

 At a special recognition during the September 20th Board 
meeting, the Board and preschool students thanked Holcim for 
their generous donation and construction of our new preschool 
playground.  Holcim representatives John Goetz, Kenny Wakeman, 
and Derrick Smith were there to accept the special recognition and 
thank you cards from the preschool students, parents, and staff. 
 A simple phone call from Holcim maintenance area leader and 
R-VII parent, Corey Green, to principal, Mrs. Basler, initiated the 
project last spring.  Mr. Green explained some of the service proj-
ects that Holcim has done for area schools and asked Mrs. Basler to 
consider projects that Jefferson R-VII may like for them to complete 
during the summer.  After having just completed the preschool ad-
dition at Telegraph Intermediate, Mrs. Basler’s first thought went 
to the preschool playground.  They were in the process of securing 
bids and seeking donations for the playground construction.  Mrs. 
Basler shared with Mr. Green the thought of having Holcim com-
plete the fencing project around the playground.  The first visit by 
Mr. Green and Mr. Goetz to the potential construction site led in 
a direction that Mrs. Basler never anticipated.  They asked Mrs. 
Basler to send them the bids from the playground manufacturers as 
they wanted to consider supporting the entire project of purchas-
ing the playground equipment, installation of the equipment, and 
all construction surrounding the project to call this project 
complete.  Once the project became approved by Holcim, Mr. 
Green took over all of the planning and preparation, handling 
everything from lining out contractors, to purchasing mate-

continued on page 7
Luke Gross, 8th grade,  posting the colors.

 On November 10, 2017, the Jefferson R-VII students and staff honored military veterans with 
two ceremonies in the new performing arts center. Both included a performance by the Jefferson 
High School band while the 9:00 a.m. ceremony included presentations by the 6th through 12th 
grade students, and the kindergarten through 5th grade students presented during the 1:00 p.m. 
ceremony. Attendance at these events totaled well over 1,400 students, staff and community mem-
bers. Our students and staff did a great job honoring those who have served our country.  

Kyle Lintzenich, 8th grade,  posting the colors.
Michelle Thompson and 

Samantha Dalton, Class of 2017.
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Band 
Booster

Car
Show

Posititive Office Visits

7th Grade Science Cell Project

Homecoming
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Danby-Rush Tower Staff

Pink Week Reuther Ford Drive 4UR School Donation

Telegraph Students Hard at Work

Jefferson R-VII
Fire Department
visits Telegraph
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Mrs. Beckham's students participated in the annual Special Olympics Bowling Tour-
nament on October 9, 2017.  There was plenty of competition, with all lanes at the 
alley being used. Both students did very well.  Jackson McDowell won a second place 
silver medal and Jonathan Wilkson won a first place gold medal.  The boys were able 
to meet new people and they both had a wonderful time!   “I can't wait for the spring 
track and field competition,” stated Mrs. Beckham. 

Left: Jonathan Wilkson and Jackson McDowell pictured with Mrs. Becham and Mr. Poole.  
Right: Jackson and Jonathan with their metals.

Students Participate in
Annual Special Olympics

Bowling Tournament

 In March of 2016, the Board of Education approved the proposed Curriculum 
Development Plan and Deployment Schedule.  This plan was created to allow teach-
ers the time needed to revise and align the curriculum to the newly-adopted Mis-
souri Learning Standards for English language arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies.
 Since that time, teachers have been working collaboratively during Professional 
Development days with their departments or grade level teams to enter the curric-
ulum into our online curriculum platform. The goal for completion of all courses, 
excluding science and social studies (K-5), is December 2017. Science and social 
studies (K-5) are scheduled for completion in December of 2018. 
 Once the curriculum has gone through a review committee and have approved 
by the Board of Education, it is released for public viewing on the website.    
If you have any questions regarding the curriculum process or are interested in being 
a part of the review committee, please contact Mrs. Holdinghausen, Middle School 
Principal/Curriculum Coordinator.

Curriculum Update

Little Blue Jays Preschool
Registration for 2018-19 School Year

Date: Friday March 16, 2018
Location: Telegraph Intermediate Building 

(new preschool location)
Time: 7:00 a.m.-3:00

Registration packets will be available for pick up at the
Telegraph and Plattin Offices starting February 19, 2018.
Please fill out and return packets with all needed items at

registration. If you have any questions please contact
Preschool Director - Kim Ervin

636-937-6530 or ervink@jr7.k12.mo.us.

“Clip and Save”  

School Calendar  
1st Semester
November 22, 2017       Early Out
November 23–24, 2017       NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break
November 27, 2017       NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development
December 20, 2017       Early Out - End of 2nd Quarter / 1st Semester
December 21–31, 2017         NO SCHOOL – Christmas / Winter Break
January 1-2, 2018       NO SCHOOL – New Year’s Day/Winter Break
January 3, 2018               NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development

2nd Semester
January 4, 2018        School Resumes
January 15, 2018       NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Day
February 5, 2018       NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development
February 19, 2018       NO SCHOOL – Presidents’ Day
March 2, 2018        End of Third Quarter / Midterm
March 16, 2018        NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development
March 28, 2018        Early Out – Parent-Teacher Conferences
          (1:30-7:00 p.m.)
March 29-April 2, 2018       NO SCHOOL – Spring Break
May 11, 2018        Last Day of School Early Out – End of 4th Quar 
          ter / 2nd Semester      
May 14, 2018        NO SCHOOL - Staff Professional Development

* Snow-day makeup would be May 14 - 25, 2018.



District Announces Free and Reduced Price Policy
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Each summer, the Mis-
souri Public Affairs 
Academy brings talent-
ed high school students 
from throughout the 
state together to devel-
op their understanding 
of public affairs. Dustin 
Brown was chosen 
to represent our high 
school last July 8-15, 
2017.

Each spring, high schools across Missouri select 
a young man and woman to attend the American 
Legion Boys State and American Legion Auxiliary 
Girls State.  Tennessee Ervin and Jill Akins attend-
ed last summer on the campus of the University of 
Central Missouri.  

Boys State/Girls State

Each summer, Rotary holds 
a Rotary Youth Leadership 
Academy for rising Juniors.  
Madison Fuller was nomi-
nated by our high school and 
attended the Academy last 
summer. 

Rotary
Youth

Leadership
Academy

Missouri Public Affairs Academy

Each year Missouri Association of Student Councils 
host a summer leadership workshop and Jefferson 
High School is well-represented.  This year 11 students 
attended.  Left to right front row: Rachel Westhoff, Jill 
Akins, Gracie Fish, and Cheney Ervin. Left to right 
back row: Brayden Surratt, Tennessee Ervin, Alexis 
Armstrong, Sundus Malik, Nehley Ervin, Kristen Re-
ese, and Fahd Malik. 

STUCO Workshop

Each year, school districts 
are invited to nominate 
a sophomore to attend 
a three week residential 
program at the University 
of Missouri.  Kendall Run-
zi attended the Missouri 
Scholars Academy last 
summer. 

Missouri Scholars Academy

Welcome parents! In September, the teachers and staff 
of Plattin Primary and Telegraph Intermediate wel-
comed parents into the classroom for a sneak peek into 
the day of their child. The staff members took time to 
show parents what they do day-to-day and resources 
they can use at home. They answered questions about 
the classroom.  Sessions were also offered on Twitter, 
Infinite Campus, Watch DOGs, Flu Clinic, ECP, MAP, 
Food Services, PreSchool, and Parents as Teachers.  
These sessions were designed to inform the parents of 
what we have to offer and/or expect this school year. 
Our plan is to host this each year, and we hope you are 
able to attend and get a glimpse into the day of being a 
blue jay!

Sneak-A-Peek Nights A Success Grandparent’s Day 2017
“We hit the jackpot with our Grandparents!” Students 
of Plattin Primary welcomed over 378 grandparents on 
September 7 & 8, 2017. Teachers and staff developed 
fun activities and crafts for the students to complete 
with their grandparents, along with a fun game of BIN-

Emily WilsonMakaelynn Bolinger

Greyson Jones Rylan Myers

GO. As always we welcome them to share their love of 
reading by offering the Scholastic Book Fair during this 
time as well. Mrs. Blythe is very thankful to our staff, 
parents, and grandparents who bought a book or two 
for their grandchild.

Save the Date
Jefferson R-VII

Kindergarten Registration
For School Year 2018-2019

 
March 22, 2018 - 12:15 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.

 
March 23, 2018 - 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.



Cindy Holdinghausen, Ed.S.
Principal
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The year seems 
to be going by 
very quickly. 
It is hard to 
believe we are 
nearing the 
end of our first 
semester. We 
have had many 
enjoyable and 
m e m o r a b l e 
moments with 
the students. 
On behalf of 
the Danby 

staff, we would like to thank the parents 
and community members who have been 

Jefferson High School

 The second 
quarter is in full 
swing and over 
the past month 
students from 
Telegraph were 
able to partic-
ipate in many 
e n r i c h m e n t 
opportunities 
both inside 
and outside of 
school.  The 
fourth grade 
students took 
part in Missou-

ri Day, a special day in which presenters 
come to the school to discuss, explain, and 
interact with the students about the things 
that make Missouri special.  Fifth grade 
students participated in a field trip to the 
Daniel Boone home in which they were 
able to go back in time to the Missouri 
frontier.  With the help of Mrs. Fodor, we 
also began our after school Lego Robotics 
clubs for all grade levels. Students and staff 
participated in Red Ribbon Week, and Fire 
Prevention week in which we hosted our 
local R-7 Fire District representatives who 
presented safety tips and information for 
our students regarding fire safety during 
Fire Prevention Day.  Parent/teacher con-
ferences were another great success for 
Telegraph and I would like to send a spe-
cial thank you to those who attended and 
took part in their child’s growth.  We also 

Happy Thanks-
giving! Our staff 
has so much to 
be thankful for 
when it comes 
to our students.  
We are fortu-
nate to have 
great leadership 
from our staff 
and students.  
This is evident 
in many activ-
ities, and our 
student council 

and National Honor Society are great ex-
amples.  Our student council provided an 
outstanding week of homecoming activi-
ties and are in preparation for the annual 
food and gift drives.  The National Honor 
Society is constantly working to provide 
tutoring services across the district and 
the Red Cross blood drives. Their atten-
tion to service is a reflection of what we 
see in our buildings on a daily basis. 
 Our staff and students have transi-
tioned into a new era of the standardized 
testing, as influenced by the State of Mis-
souri. The ACT is no longer funded for ev-
ery junior by the state.  However, the Jef-
ferson R-VII School District will continue 
to provide an ACT or ACT Work Keys for 
every junior at JHS. This will create oppor-
tunities for students on the college or tech-
nical track to find success as they enter a 
post-graduate career. 
 The staff at Jefferson High School is 
also adjusting to the changes. The staff has 
worked diligently over the past four years 
to provide opportunities for every student 
to achieve success on the ACT. This is evi-
dent by the statistics below:
 The data is a breakdown of the first 
three graduating classes and the past three.  
In the past three, every junior eligible par-
ticipated in the ACT.  Please note the class 
of 2018 is still taking the ACT and their 
data will be improved and updated as the 
year continues. 
 

 Graduating Class -1.34 ACT Growth
 Top 25% of Graduates +.63
 Top 65% of Graduates +.79
 Top 75% of Graduates +.58
 

 The Board, superintendent and staff 
at Jefferson High School are committed 
to providing options for growth for all 
students regarding the ACT, including 
personal learning programs. For a com-
plete breakdown of data and options, visit 
http://jr7hsprincipal.weebly.com/

David Haug
Principal

Ross Koenig
Assistant Principal

Danby-Rush Tower Middle

Telegraph & Plattin
    This year our 

fall has been full 
of learning and 
growth for stu-
dents, parents, 
and teachers.  
As you know, 
our job is to 
always educate 
our students 
and that was 
definitely evi-
dent in our first 
quarter data.  
Both Telegraph 

and Plattin students have shown great 
gains and progress on their quarterly as-
sessments.  It’s always great to see growth 
in our students and celebrate their learn-
ing and new knowledge with them.  This 
year, we also wanted to include our par-
ents in some learning.  In September we 
hosted our first Sneak-a-Peek night to give 
teachers some insight on their child’s class-
room and how/what they will be learning 
this year.  Parents were also able to learn 
more about our reading programs, how 
to follow us on Twitter, and what the state 
assessment (MAP) looks like.  We appre-
ciated the parents who were able to attend 
and spend the night learning more about 
our schools. 
 October has been a month full of 
learning for our teachers.  Mrs. Kennedy 
and Mrs. Williams (reading specialists at 
Plattin and Telegraph) are currently at-
tending monthly trainings through the 
Missouri Reading Initiative on balanced 

Tina Basler
Principal

Telegraph Intermediate

Plattin Primary
             The hustle and 

bustle of fall is 
quickly fleeting 
and we are be-
ginning to feel 
the cooler tem-
peratures as we 
make our way 
to school each 
day! I love the 
change of sea-
son, but miss 
the long days of 
sunshine. The 
winter months 

become the longer days of school; as we 
shift into this pattern, we will make those 
long days fun with some fun activities 
planned. I hope everyone enjoyed the start 
of the school year; from homecoming to 
fundraisers, we were super busy! 
 As we move through second quarter, 
I encourage you to stay actively involved 
with your child’s teacher. This allows for 
positive outcomes and continued success 
of your student. Thank you to the parents 
who signed up for Twitter or another app 
that your child’s teacher utilizes each day. 
We hope this gives insight to what they are 
doing each day in the classroom. 
 Each year we reach out and try to 
make life better for those around us. In the 
past, we have taken part in Jump Rope for 
Heart, St. Jude, Pennies for Patients, and 
Can Food Drive. This year Plattin Prima-
ry wanted to narrow our service learning 
focus for our building to Animal Res-
cue. Your child might be coming home 
with requests or stories about how we are 
helping animals and learning more about 
animal rescue. As we move forward with 
this project, we will continue to embed 
our character words and how they relate 
to our awareness of safety to animals, how 
to treat animals, and ways we can help an-
imals in our area. In our region we have 
the largest “No Kill Shelter” which allows 
for us to help animals close to our com-
munity. Over the next few months, we will 
be requesting donations and providing 
opportunities for students to give back to 
those who are in need; please help us help 
those who can’t speak for themselves, our 
beloved pets. 
 As we move toward the holiday sea-
son, I would like to extend my blessings 
to your family. The Jefferson R-VII com-

Dalania Watson
Assistant Principal

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES

literacy.  Each month they attend a train-
ing as literacy coaches and bring back 
reading/writing resources to share with 
our teachers and enhance our instruction 
in language arts.  Third grade teachers also 
attended a conference on Writer’s Work-
shop and were able to collaborate for a full 
day on their writing curriculum.  We also 
sent a team of Plattin/Telegraph teachers 
to Eureka Math training in Chicago and 
sent teachers to Sikeston to collaborate 
with their math teachers on implemen-
tation of Eureka.  Now that we are in our 
third year of this program, we are seeking 
ways to customize the lessons to allow for 
greater engagement from our students.  
We have additional staff receiving training 
on restorative practice, the unconditional 
classroom, and strategies to increase the 
learning of students at-risk.   All teachers 
are participating in a book study as well 
this year and collaborating with other 
teachers reading the same book.  It won’t 
surprise you that our teachers also serve as 
leaders in the field and present at confer-
ences as well.  Our kindergarten teachers 
recently presented on technology inte-
gration in the 21st century classroom at 
a recent state-wide conference.  You can 
bet that our teachers are life-long learners, 
always seeking ways to give the best edu-
cational experience and provide the most 
opportunities for learning to your chil-
dren!
 As we approach the holidays, I want 
to express my gratitude in the blessings 
that I have at Jefferson R-7.  It is an honor 
to work with a staff that continually seeks 
to learn and grow to provide the best for 
their students.  And it is always a pleasure 
to come to work each and every day sur-
rounded by your children.  They challenge 
me; they make me laugh; they bring me 
joy to see them learn and grow so much 
each year.  I wish all of you blessings for a 
wonderful holiday season.  

hosted a Sneak-a-Peek night in which we 
invited parents to see what a day in their 
child’s classroom was like, along withpro-
viding them information on school lunch-
es, joining teacher or building Twitter ac-
counts, and MAP information.  
 In the classroom, the students and 
staff are doing great things.  I enjoy walk-
ing into rooms to see students and staff 
enjoying what they are doing while being 
challenged to grow everyday.  The stu-
dents have shown great growth so far and 
will continue to do so through hard work, 
perseverance and facing challenges head 
on.  I look forward to sharing  future cele-
brations your child(ren) and helping them 
work through challenges along the way.  
 As always, November will be very 
busy with many more exciting opportu-
nities for our students and community to 
take part in the educational experience.  
We look forward to seeing you and thank 
you for letting us take part in your child’s 
education!!!

continued on page 7

incredibly supportive in all of our endeav-
ors this year. We would not be able to meet 
the needs of our students without your 
continued support. 
 Our students have been taking part in 
many different activities and our student 
groups have been helping with the build-
ing goal of designing and creating a bet-
ter playground. The project is called “Play 
it Forward” and we are hoping to raise 
enough money to cover the costs of re-
pairing the tennis courts and adding in fit-
ness stations, an outside volleyball court, 
adaptive swings, and pickleball, which are 
things that our students and community 
would be able to access and enjoy. 
 Please watch for communication be-
ing distributed regarding upcoming fund-
raising events with proceeds going toward 
the “Play it Forward” project. 
 On another note, our district is taking 
part in partnering with CHADS (Commu-
nities Healing Adolescent Depression and 
Suicide) Coalition. CHADS offers school 
outreach programs, community awareness 
presentations and classes as well as family 
support programs to advance the aware-
ness and prevention of depression and 
suicide. CHADS is scheduled to present to 
our students and staff this month. 
 There are some incredible things hap-
pening in our school right now. A lot of 
the events are being shared each month 
through our video newsletters. The ECP 
students have been filming their news 
broadcasts and then sending them to par-
ents and students via email. If you have not 
been receiving our broadcasts, please con-
tact our office to sign-up. 
 Thank you again for helping us deliver 
excellence in education to all of our stu-
dents at the middle school, where we strive 
to “Be the Game Changer.”
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munity always amazes me during this season and I know 
this year will not be different from any other year. Thank 
you for being a giving community and always helping 
each other during some our neighbors most difficult time 
of the year. If you are interested in adopting a family or 
donating to our Giving Tree, please contact any building 
administrator or counselor. Happy Holidays!

Holcim playground,       
continued

Principal’s Messages,
continued

PTO donates to Danby-Rush 
Tower Science Department

Superintendent
Receives

Administrator
of the Year Award  

Mr. Clint D. Johnston, Superintendent of Schools 
(pictured far right), receives administrator of the year 
award from MCCTA for his dedication to kids and fur-
thering technology in education. 

rials, to organizing 
workers and se-
curing equipment 
in order to have 
the playground 
complete by the 
start of school,on 
August 16, 2017. 
 Delivery de-
lays of the equip-
ment pushed the start of construction off until ear-
ly August, but the Holcim crew made it happen!  
Twenty-two Holcim employees were responsible 
for the labor and construction of the playground 
over numerous days recording more than 400 hours 
of service.  In addition to the initial construction of 
the preschool playground, Holcim employees also 
replaced two basketball backboards and all the 
swings for the Telegraph Intermediate playground.  
They sandblasted and repainted the swing set and 
basketball poles, hauled in and shoveled loads of 
pea gravel for the playground, and tidied up the 
outdoor classroom.   An outdoor picnic area was 
also created for the Telegraph Intermediate em-
ployees to enjoy lunch outside.  Project costs ex-
ceeded $40,000, all covered by Holcim! 
 Mrs. Basler noted the highlight of the proj-
ect was “watching the Holcim employees take so 
much pride in the work that they were completing 
for us.  Everything was done so professionally and 
the men went above and beyond the expectations 
making sure that everything was just right and 
ready in time for the kids.”  
 The preschool students have enjoyed their new 
playground since the first day of school.  A sign 
now hangs at the entry to the playground noting 
every Holcim employee that contributed to the 
construction of the playground and thanking them 
for their time and service to our district.  Fitting-
ly the sign quotes Mr. Rogers and reminds us all 
of the importance of this project for our students:  
“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from 
serious learning. But for children, play is serious 
learning.” 

 This fall, the PTO raised $176.00 to be donated to 
the middle school science department by selling Total 
Eclipse Shirts to the community.  The middle school 
science department is planning to put the money to-
ward the purchase of a 3D printer for the students at 
Danby. Together with the ECP program, the science 
department is working to write grants and raise the re-
maining funds to purchase the printer. 
 Thank you to the PTO and the community mem-
bers for supporting our students and staff on their 
STEAM implementation endeavors.

 The Jefferson R-VII School Board has made the 
transition to using BoardDocs to help create and man-
age their board packets, access information, and con-
duct school board meetings.
 What is BoardDocs: a cloud-based service used to 
create and manage school board meetings and packets.
 Benefits: the school board meetings are now more 
transparent to the community it serves while lowering 
costs and reducing board meeting prep-time.
 Transparency: open board meeting agendas post-
ed on BoardDocs now contain any documentation pre-
sented to the board which pertains to the agenda item, 
for everyone to view.
 The Jefferson R-VII School Board strives to be more 
transparent in their board meetings and the decisions 
they make on behalf of the school district and commu-
nity they serve. With BoardDocs, the board members 
can now “share” their open session board packet in-
formation with the staff and community. In the past, 
a copy of the board agenda was the only cost-effec-
tive item which could be shared with those interested. 
While board members have attempted to be as open 
as possible with school matters and the decisions they 
make on a monthly basis, the supporting documenta-
tion could not be shared. Now with BoardDocs, com-
munity members can see the same information the 
school board receives. 
 Finding BoardDocs: Log in to the District’s Web-
site at www.jr7.k12.mo.us. Scroll down the page to the 
Jefferson R-VII Quick Links and select the “Board of 
Education” tab. Next, select “Board Docs” to go directly 
to BoardDocs - where you can view Board agendas and 
supporting documentation.  
 If you would like to become more informed on 
School Board matters, BoardDocs is a great resource.   
If you have any questions regarding BoardDocs or how 
to use it, please call or email the board secretary, Peggy 
Krenzke at (636)937-7940 or krenzkep@jr7.k12.mo.us.

Jefferson R-VII School 
Board & BoardDocs

 At the regular meeting of the Jefferson County 
R-VII School District Board of Education on October 
18, 2017, a refunding bond resolution was approved.  
It authorized the sale of $6,290,000 general obligation 
refunding bonds at an average interest rate of 3.01%, 
compared to the $6,290,000 refunded Series 2015B 
bonds which carry an average interest rate of 5.00%.  
Through the refinancing, the district reduces future in-
terest expense by $1,402,873, which was an increase of 
$249,680 above the original estimate presented during 
the September 20, 2017, presentation.  This $1,402,873, 
plus the savings of $1,769,183 from the three previous 
refundings and one prepayment, means the district has 
saved $3,172,056 of interest expense since 2002.  The 
Superintendent of Schools, Clint Johnston, expressed 
enthusiasm and support for the refunding option se-
lected by the Board of Education.  “This plan achieves 
good savings and demonstrates the Board of Educa-
tion’s fiscal responsibility by taking advantage of cur-
rent lower interest rates while preserving considerable 
flexibility for the future,” Mr. Johnston remarked.
 The board Vice President, Jimmy Jackson, pointed 
out that the $1,402,873 of interest savings for the se-
ries 2017A refunding is not all the district may real-
ize due to the Series 2017A refunding bonds having a 
call feature on March 1, 2022 at no penalty.  “If interest 
rates are lower in 2022 or later, we can take advantage 
of that.  Meanwhile, we are locking in these levels that 
are nearly two percent (2.00%) lower than they were 
in 2015,” stated Mr. Jackson.  L.J. Hart & Company of 
St. Louis, Missouri, prepared the refunding proposal 
and Tom Pisarkiewicz, president of the firm, explained 
how it can fit into the long range plans of the district.  
Mr. Pisarkiewicz mentioned that the three significant 
factors making the series 2017A refunding possible 
were the lower interest rates than in 2015, the fact that 
the series 2015B bonds are subject to prepayment on 
March 1, 2010, at no penalty, and the district’s ability 
to participate in the State of Missouri’s Direct Deposit 
Program.  This program makes it possible for the dis-
trict to receive a “AA+” rating from Standard & Poor’s 
Corporation on the refunding bonds.  Mr. Pisarkiewicz 
complimented district administration for their prompt 
and thorough preparations to supply the data necessary 
for the rating application and official statement, as well 
as the board of education for their foresight in making 
the Series 2015 Bonds callable in five years.
 The proceeds from the series 2017A Refunding 
bonds will be placed in an escrow account with the 
UMB Bank, N.A. and reinvested in U.S. Treasury Se-
curities.  The earnings from this escrow account meet 
the interest payments on the Series 2017A Refunding 
Bonds through March 1, 2020, and prepay the call-
able series 2015B bonds on March 1, 2020.  The Series 
2017A Refunding bonds were underwritten by L.J. 
Hart & Company.  The closing for the Series 2017A Re-
funding bond issue is to occur on November 8, 2017.

Jefferson County R-VII 
School District Approves 
General Obligation Bond 

Refunding With A Net
Savings of $1,402,873 

Proud Past! Bright Future!
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Homecoming 2017

 Jefferson High School celebrated homecoming 
on Friday, September 29, 2017. Homecoming week 
featured the theme “Around the World” and the 
week culminated with the Blue Jays football game vs. 
Springfield Central on Friday, followed by the dance 
on Saturday. Other highlights from the week were the 
crowning of Jill Akins and Spencer Govreau as the 
homecoming queen and king, and Ms. Gail Heck-
enberg serving as the grand marshall of the home-
coming parade. The freshmen class won the float 
competition, while the seniors won the spirit points 
throughout the week!
 A kick-off of the week’s events began a week ear-
lier when the cheerleaders and the JHS fall senior 
athletes led pep rallies at each of the K-8 buildings. 
These young adults showed their spirit and encour-
aged participation to all students in the Plattin, Tele-
graph, and Danby buildings.
 Homecoming got off to a hot start Sunday night 
as STUCO hosted a bonfire. District-wide dress-up 
days for all K-12 students decorated the hallways and 
classrooms all week. STUCO arranged for food  and 
ice cream trucks before the game; this was another 
fan favorite.
 There was a lot of excitement at the high school 
the day of the homecoming game. There was a pep 
rally in the morning, followed by the homecoming 
parade.  Students from Plattin, Telegraph, Danby 
and Jefferson High, as well as community members 
watched the festivities. The parade was full of stu-
dents from Pre K-12th grade. 
 By all accounts, it was a successful week. Prepara-
tions began in the early spring by JHS STUCO. They 
wanted to ensure that all students (K-12) would be a 
part of the homecoming experience. Along with their 
efforts and many other individuals, the week was a 
success and a great representation of our students, 
school, and community.

Grand Marshall
Gail Heckenberg

Coach Melanie Rouggly getting a pie in the face from Alex Hollenberg.

Couples pictured left to right: Laney Smith & Nolan Roth, Abi Chipps & Dominic Svoboda, Elizabeth Parrish & Adam Rushing, Meghan Boulicault & Tennessee Ervin, Tracey Price & Evan Dierker, 
Jill Akins & Spencer Govreau, Camryn O’Neal & Dustin Brown, Hannah Becherer & Zack Rarick, Claire Ackerman & Ridge Bickel, Taya Allen & Ricky Daugherty, Kylee Barton & Hadyn Wagner, and 
Maggie Brunke & Sonny Grob. 

Freshman Class Float - 1st Place

King & Queen
Spencer Govreau & Jill Akins
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Senior Class Float Junior Class Float Sophomore Class Float

Pink Week

During the week of September 11th-15th, Jefferson 
High School participated in the annual fall Pink Week. 
During the summer, the National Honor Society de-
signed a T-shirt that promoted cancer awareness. These 
shirts were then sold districtwide and to the communi-
ty to raise funds for a local Jefferson R-7 family battling 
cancer. To raise additional funds, NHS sold suckers at 
the high school, worked in the concession stands at 
softball, volleyball and football games, and sold raffle 
tickets that were drawn at halftime. “It has been a very 
successful project for NHS and we were glad to honor 
the Graham family, who has a family member battling 
cancer,” said NHS sponsor Mr. Graf.
 Debbie Graham has worked at the Jefferson R7 
School District for 10 years as a special education 
teacher.  She is known for always having a positive and 
upbeat attitude.  Debbie and her husband, Randy, who 
is currently battling cancer, were honored for the cere-
mony.

 Members of the National Honor Society were there 
to present a check to the Graham family in the amount 
of $3,600
 We would like to wish the Graham family nothing 
but the best as they move forward through this difficult 
time. We hope they remember the Jefferson R7 com-
munity is behind them and praying for them every day.
 The Graham family would like to thank everyone 
for your support and ask that you continue to pray for 
them. Thank you R-7 family for everything.
 We would also like to thank Mr. Graf and the Na-
tional Honor Society for all of their hard work that 
made this week possible.
 Also, during the game, we had past recipient and 
cancer survivor, Lisa Wigger, who donated outside play 
equipment to each teacher at Plattin and at Telegraph.  
Thank you, Lisa, for your kind donation and know that 
the Blue Jay nation is still supporting you!

 The 2017 Bluejay Football Season, was one to re-
member.  Our varsity team finished the season with 
a 7-3 record, which is good for the 2nd most wins in 
school history.  The Junior Varsity squad finished the 
season with a winning record of 5-3, while our middle 
school team finished with a 4-1-1 record.  This brings 
our overall program record to 16-7-1, which is some-
thing to be extremely proud of.  Our kids continued to 
get better and better as the year progressed.  Each and 
every week, everything was left out on the football field 
by these young men.  The heart shown by this group 
was simply amazing.  We say goodbye to 8 wonderful 
seniors, who not only sold out for our program, but 
also developed into fine young men.  They will always 
be remembered as a gritty, hardworking group.  

 This season we saw some records broken as well.  
Andrew Graves became our career leading rusher, 
where he is sitting at 4,951 rushing yards, with his se-
nior year still to come.  Dakota Jakoubek became our 
career leading tackler, finishing his career with 211 
tackles, while also becoming our single season leading 
tackler this year, finishing the season with 123 total 
tackles on the year.  Tomaz Collins became our career 
sacks leader, finishing with 8 career sacks.  This was an 
amazing season with great results.  These young men 
battled through copious amounts of adversity that was 
thrown at them week after week, and they continued 
to press on.  I am so very proud of this group.  It was a 
great season that will never be forgotten.

JHS Football Season Recap

 The 2017 middle school football season was an 
exciting start for a young talented group of boys. The 
team ended the season with a winning record of (4-1-
1). The group defeated both of their cross-town rivals, 
Crystal City and Grandview twice during the season. 
The team’s record also included two shutout victories, 
24-0 against Crystal and 28-0 against Grandview. Al-
though they suffered their only loss to Herculaneum, 
the boys fought a hard battle both games, ending the 
first one with a tie. “I am very proud to have coached 
such a great group of young men and look forward to 
seeing them grow as players and as individuals in the 
years to come,” remarked coach Paul Lipp.

Jr. High Football Season Recap

 Cross country had a fantastic season this year. The 
boys were lead by seniors Tennessee Ervin and Alex 
Hollenberg: both of these athletes helped show our 5 
freshman and one new sophmore how much work you 
have to put in to have a successful season. All of our 
boys were able to have a great season, running their 
best times right at the end. Unfortunately, none of  the 
boys were able to qualify for state this year, but every-
one ended their season on a strong note, and our fresh-
man had great PRs at the end of the season. 
 This was the first year for the cross country pro-
gram to have a full varsity girls team. The team was lead 
by returning runners Jordan Heacock, Anna Heacock, 
and Cheney Ervin. The girls had an amazing season. 
They started off with a second place finish at Jackson in 
the junior girls division, a second place finish at Han-
cock and a first place finish at Potosi in the small schools 
division. They were able to become district champions 
this year and move on to the state meet as a team. Jor-
dan Heacock was also our first ever individual district 
champion for cross country this year as well. The girls 
had a fantastic race at state. Jordan Heacock medaled in 
8th place and Cheney in 19th. Overall the girls took 5th 
place at state; what a way to end the season for our first 
girls team!

JHS Cross Country Recap

Alexis Armstrong, Randy & Debbie Graham and Jill Akins
Ross Koenig, Lisa Wigger, Tina Basler & Dalania Watson.
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2017-2018 Winter Sports Schedules
~ Boys High School Basketball ~

Fri Nov 17 Scrimmage @ Perryville V A 5:30
11/28 - 11/30 Jefferson Tournament JV H TBA
11/27 - 12/1 Crystal City Tournament V A TBA

Tue Dec 5 Valley Park JV/V A 5:00
Thu Dec 7 Kingston JV/V H 5:30
Sat Dec 9 Perryville/Egyptian JV A 10:00
Tue Dec 12 Northwest JV/V H 5:30
Fri Dec 15 Ste. Genevieve JV/V H 5:30
Sat Dec 16 Shootout @ Jefferson College V A TBA
Tue Dec 19 Fredericktown JV/V A 6:00
Thu Dec 21 *St. Vincent 9/JV/V A 5:00

12/27 - 12/29 Valley Catholic Tournament V A TBA
Fri Jan 5 Arcadia Valley JV/V A 6:00
Tue Jan 9 West County JV/V A 6:00
Tue Jan 16 Bayless JV/V A 5:00
Fri Jan 19 *Herculaneum JV/V A 5:30
Tue Jan 23 Valle Catholic JV/V H 5:30
Fri Jan 26 Hillsboro JV H 5:30
Fri Jan 26 St. Paul Lutheran V H 7:00
Mon Jan 29 Grandview JV H 7:00
Tue Jan 30 *Grandview V H 7:00
Fri Feb 2 *Crystal City JV/V A 5:30
Tue Feb 6 Festus 9/JV/V H 4:30
Fri Feb 9 *St. Pius JV/V H 5:30
Tue Feb 13 Marquand-Zion V A 6:00

2/17 - 2/23 District Tourney @ Cuba V A TBA
~ Boys Middle School Basketball ~

11/20 - 11/21 7th Herculaneum Tourney 7th A TBA
11/20 - 11/21 8th Crystal City Tourney 8th A TBA

Tue Nov 28 Windsor 7/8 H 5:00
Thu Nov 30 *Sunrise 7/8 A 5:00
Tue Dec 5 Perryville 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Dec 11 *Grandview 7/8 H 5:00
Tue Dec 12 Ste. Genevieve 7/8 A 4:00
Mon Dec 18 *Crystal City 7/8 A 5:00
Mon Jan 8 Hillsboro 7/8 H 5:00
Thu Jan 11 *Herculaneum 7/8 A 5:00
Tue Jan 16 DeSoto 7/8 A 5:00
Thu Jan 18 Festus 7/8 A 5:00

1/22 - 1/25 7th JCAA Tourney @ Sunrise 7th A TBA
1/22 - 1/25 8th JCAA Tourney @ Sunrise 8th A TBA

  * Denotes a JCAA Conference Game

~ Girls High School Basketball ~
Thu Nov 16 Scrimmage @ Perryville V A 5:30

11/20 - 11/21 Jefferson JV Tourney JV H TBA
11/27 - 12/2 Valley Caledonia Tourney V A TBA

Mon Dec 4 Perryville JV/V A 5:30
Thu Dec 7 Seckman JV/V A 5:30
Sat Dec 9 Shootout @ Jefferson College V A TBA
Mon Dec 11 Kingston JV/V H 5:30

12/13 - 12/16 St. Vincent JV Tourney JV A TBA
Mon Dec 18 Windsor JV/V A 5:30
Wed Dec 20 West County JV/V H 5:30

12/27 - 12/29 Kingston Tournament V A TBA
Wed Jan 3 Arcadia Valley JV/V A 6:00
Thu Jan 4 Potosi JV/V A 6:00
Mon Jan 8 Fredericktown JV/V H 5:30
Thu Jan 11 *St. Pius JV/V H 5:30
Mon Jan 15 Cape Central JV/V H 5:30
Fri Jan 20 *Herculaneum (Pink Game) JV/V A 4:00
Thu Jan 25 *St. Vincent JV/V A 6:00
Mon Jan 29 Grandview JV H 5:30
Tue Jan 30 *Grandview V H 5:30
Thu Feb 1 Bismarck JV/V A 6:00
Mon Feb 5 Hillsboro JV/V H 5:30
Mon Feb 12 *Crystal City V A 5:30
Wed Feb 14 Valle Catholic JV/V H 5:30

2/17 - 2/23 District Tourney @ Cuba V A TBA
~ Girls Middle Basketball ~

11/20 - 11/21 7th Herculaneum Tourney 7th A TBA
11/20 - 11/21 8th Crystal City Tourney 8th A TBA

Tue Nov 28 Windsor 7/8 A 5:00
Thu Nov 30 *Sunrise 8th A 6:00
Tue Dec 5 Perryville 7/8 A 5:00
Mon Dec 11 *Grandview 8th A 5:00
Tue Dec 12 Ste. Genevieve 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Dec 18 *Crystal City 7/8 H 5:00
Mon Jan 8 Hillsboro 7/8 A 5:00
Thu Jan 11 *Herculaneum 7/8 H 5:00
Tue Jan 16 DeSoto 7/8 H 5:00
Thu Jan 18 Festus 7/8 H 5:00

1/22 - 1/25 7th JCAA Tourney @ Sunrise 7th A TBA
1/22 - 1/25 8th JCAA Tourney @ Sunrise 8th A TBA

  

Follow Jefferson R-VII Athletics: 
                     www.jeffersonbluejays.com

  High School Athletics
  Twitter at: @R7Activities
  Text “Follow@R7Activites” to 40404
  Middle School Athletics
  Twitter at: @DanbySports
  Text “Follow@DanbySports” to 40404

  Jefferson Blue Jays
  Like us on Facebook to receive athletic updates.
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 This year we had our 
smallest middle school 
cross country team. It 
consisted of four girls 
and one boy. Four of the 
five are eighth graders, so 
we are looking to build 
a team for next year. On 
the girls’ side, we saw 
lots of success from dif-
ferent girls each week. 
Katie Deevers was the 
first to medal. She placed 
22nd at Festus, where 
they medaled the top 
25. Kaelyn Nilson near-
ly medaled, placing 27th. The next race, at Ste. Gen, 
Kaelyn redeemed herself  and placed 17th for her first 
cross country medal. Chelsea Badger joined us slightly 
later in the season; she was a positive addition to the 
team. Chelsea placed 17th at the Conference Meet and 
brought home our only conference medal. At our final 

JHS Volleyball Recap

 The 8th grade volleyball season went great. The 
girls played great as a team and were very supportive 
of one another. “This group of girls has great potential 
and I am excited to watch this grow through their high 
school careers,” stated coach Hillary Hensley. We had 
a great season with a record of 10-2, with a big win 
against Festus, one of the toughest teams in our confer-
ence. The girls ended the season on a high note as small 
school conference champs. Subitted by coach Hillary 
Hensley.

8th Grade Volleyball Recap

7th Grade Volleyball Recap

 The 7th grade volleyball team had an amazing 
season.  The year included a 1st place finish in the R-7 
tournament, an 11-0 regular season record, and a 1st 
place finish in the Conference Tournament.  All of this 
was accomplished without losing a single set!  To top 
it off, the team was awarded the Sportsmanship Award 
for the conference tournament.  I am extremely proud 
of the team's attitude and work ethic.  I am confident 
that the girls will continue to learn and progress.  This 
will be an exciting group to watch over the next several 
years. Submitted by coach Steve Horn. 

 Jefferson volleyball finished another great season 
with a record of 16-12-4. Our three seniors, Hannah 
Becherer, Hanna Floyd, and Tracey Price, did a great 
job leading us. We started the season strong but fell 
short to some tough teams. We were playing well all 
season and started to gain momentum the last couple 
weeks, coming out of the Festus Tournament with a 
record of 3-1-1 and then with a couple big wins again 
rival Herky and Saxony. Heading into districts we had 
the 4th seed. We beat 5th seed, Grandview, and fell to 
1st seed, St. Pius. 
 “This was a great group of kids and team dynamics 
which truly is what it's about and makes for a successful 
season,” stated coach Ashleigh Nagel. 

JHS Softball Recap
by Jill Akins

 Going into my senior season, things were definitely 
pretty interesting. Since we lost our starting pitcher, ev-
eryone, even most returning players, were curious as to 
how this season would  play out. The first couple weeks 
of practice went pretty well. Our jamboree was the first 
time any of our pitchers saw live hitters (at the varsity 
level), and I do not think it could have gone any better.  
Our pitchers came a long way and I speak for the entire 
team when I say that we couldn't be more proud of our 
girls. 
 Being a team with a 7-18 record, our gametime ap-
proach, team morale, and spirit were constantly put to 

Thank you to Holcim for donating money to our Middle School volleyball teams in order to purchase 
warm-ups for 28 girls and 2 coaches!

Holcim Donates Money for Warm-Ups for Volleyball Teams

the test.  With rookies on the mound, our defense was 
given a chance to show that we were ready to step up 
and put in the work to get outs. Our offense was the 
best it has ever been. Our last 4 wins, we put 10+ runs 
on the board. Before our second district game, Coach 
Rothweiler told us that we could either leave the field 
feeling like there was more we could have done, or we 
could leave everything we had on the field. I truly think 
the team took that to heart. The next day we showed up 
ready to play. Even though we did not pull out the win, 
we gave it everything we had. 

Danby Cross Country Recap
race of the season, all four 
of our girls brought home 
a medal. Kaelyn Nilson 
finished 10th out of the 
forty-two 7th grade girls. 
Hannah Wigger placed 
30th, Katie Deevers 15th, 
and Chelsea Badger 11th 
out of the thirty-seven 
eighth grade girls.
 Jacob Holdinghausen, 
our only boy, experienced 
multiple muscle aggra-
vations throughout the 
season. Despite the pain, 
Jacob saw individual im-

provement throughout the 2017 season, compared to 
his previous. It was an enjoyable season, and I am ex-
tremely proud of the hard work the students put into 
this sport. They have years of success ahead if they con-
tinue to work hard and believe in their ability. Submit-
ted by coach Morgan Grither. 
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The Jefferson R-VII 
Board of Education

meetings are held the
third Wednesday of each month 

at 6:30 p.m. in the
Jefferson High School library.

Visitors are welcome!

Inclement Weather Advisories

In the event of school closing or early dismissal due 
to ice or snow we will contact the following radio stations:
 *KJFF AM 1400     *KMOX AM 1120 *KTJJ FM 98.5

We will also contact the local TV stations:
Channels 2, 4, and 5.

*Stations the school alerts first.

 Jefferson R-VII is participating in The AmeriGas School Days program and 
asking for your help.  AmeriGas Propane and the School Days program is offering 
our school a $0.02 per gallon incentive. They will give Jefferson R-VII up to $2,000 
per year to purchase items for any school-related need with funds earned from the 
School Days program. 
 Please talk to your family, friends, neighbors and businesses if they use propane 
(easy to identify– AmeriGas Propane tanks are usually white with “AmeriGas” writ-
ten on them in red and blue), ask if they will donate their original receipts to you.  
No minimum gallon requirement – and they don’t have to live in the Jefferson R-VII 
School District to qualify – they will all add up!  Bring original receipts and deposit 
them into a School Days receipt box located in the office of each building.  It’s like 
money in the “tank”.
 If you have any questions, please contact Central Office at 636-937-7940.

Jefferson R-VII
School District

is Accepting
Applications

for
Substitutes

 ~ Teachers  ~
~ LPN/RN School Nurses ~

~ Custodians ~ 
~ Food Service Workers ~

~ Bus Drivers ~
For more details please check out our

website (www.jr7.k12.mo.us) or contact
Kristi Evans (636) 933-6969 or evansk@jr7.k12.mo.us. 

Mark your calendar for the next blood drive
to be held at Jefferson High School.

March 12, 2018  7:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.


